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A requirement of successful M/PhD research at UKZN is that it 
should make a distinct contribution to knowledge. Housing 
Discipline’s MA/PhD Programme is designed to support the 
formation of rigorous researchers by helping them strengthen 
their analytical skills whilst critically engaging with theoretical 
concepts and methodological tools. It provides them with a 
thorough knowledge of a particular subject area and an in-
depth exploration of an empirical reality. This is achieved by 
giving equal emphasis to both the process and content of re-
search, within the very highest standards of scholarship and 
academic rigour.  
MA/PhD research areas within the Housing Discipline embrace 
issues of direct and current relevance to development process-
es in a range of countries around the developing world. Most 
MA and PhD research includes a period of fieldwork in a re-
gion, local community or country relevant to the research, 
during which the MA/PhD candidate acquires a thorough 
knowledge of the context and collects primary data. As addi-
tional support for their research, students have access to a 

CORE MODUES 

Advanced Housing Policy and Finance (32C)  
Advanced Housing Theory and Practice (32C) 
Housing Implementation (32C)  
Project Management and Evaluation (32C)  
Layout and Subdivision (32C)  
Local Area Analysis (16C)  
Dissertation Methodology: Housing (16C)  
Short Dissertation: Housing (96C)  

TEACHING AND LEARING 

A range of teaching and learning techniques are employed on 
the programme, most of which stress the active involvement of 
stu-dents in discussion and debate. The programme also empha-
sises reflective, independent learning, both by individuals and 
groups, and students are well supported to achieve this through, 
for in-stance, tutorials, workshops and seminar discussions.  

ELECTIVES 

Integrated Development Planning 

Special Housing Studies A  

Special Housing Studies B  

Planning Law  

Development Management 

Social Policy  

State, Institutions and Development  

Implementation in Integrated Development Planning 

The form of assessment used depends upon the aims of par-
ticular modules, but includes essays, oral presentations, stu-
dent-led seminars and portfolio exams. Care has been taken 
to balance the variety of assessment strategies across the 
degree and to employ methods that will enable students to 
develop and practise a range of transferable skills.  

ASSESSMENTS 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  
REGARDING APPLICATIONS CONTACT 

Miss. Nolundi Mzolo 
031 260 2689 

Mzolon@ukzn.ac.za 

Website 
http://sobeds.ukzn.ac.za 



At a dissertation level, which takes place at the 2nd year 
level the emphasis is given to research topics that are at 
the centre of human settlements development in the con-
text of rapidly ur-banising world and other urban trends 
such as rural-urban migration, population growth, globali-
sation, climate change agenda and increasing socio-
economic inequalities. Approxi-mately between 10 and 15 
graduate students enrol each year. Often from various 
backgrounds that include environmental sciences, geogra-
phy, humanities etc.  
Housing Discipline’s Doctor of Philosophy research pro-
gramme is a course of self-selected academic study in the 

area of human settlements. It embraces a broad interpre-
tation of housing studies and tends to link various aspects 
of development studies discourse with human settle-
ments. Graduate students are obliged to at least have a 
human settlement angle to their research project so as to 
link it with the primary focus and interest of the Housing 
Discipline.  

All higher research degree candidates in the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal undergo a vigorous application process 
where they should meet minimum requires of entry into 
the higher degree (see last section for entry require-
ments). M-Housing students are enrolled for years during 
which they are expected to complete their coursework 
totalling 320 credits and a short research dissertation. At 
the start of their 2nd year students are introduced to re-
search methodology that serves as a building block for the 
development of a researchable proposal. Coordinator of  

The Housing Discipline’s Master of Housing is a two year 
structured coursework programme that includes a com-
pletion of a short independent research dissertation in 
the 2nd year level. M-Housing programme is premised on 
Housing Theory and Practice and Housing Finance and 
Policy as core building blocks that introduce grad-uate 
students to key concepts in the housing discourse. It ex-
poses graduate students to a variety of issues that cover 
international, regional, national and local contexts of hu-
man settlements studies. They learn to engage critically 
and analytically with complex con-temporary housing 
issues. They are introduced to key themes in human 
settlements studies that include (but not limited to); 
housing policy, housing finance, sustainable development, 
sustainable human settlements, housing and gender, ur-
ban poverty, integrated development planning, informal 
settlements upgrading, community participation, govern-
ance and housing implementation.  

The programme adopts an inter-disciplinary and inter-
sectoral approach to a broad range of built environment 
fields. It covers cross-cutting issues of culture, gender, 
environment, sustainability, urban planning, livelihood 
strategies, development theory and practice. Stu-dents 
are encouraged to take relevant electives from other dis-
ciplines particularly Town and Regional Planning in order 
to strengthen their technical foundation and build a 
bridge between technical and social aspects of human 
settlements. Each module includes field trip visits to rele-
vant communities, activities or projects. The field trips are 
designed to expose students to practical realities related 
to human settlements development.  

MASTERS IN HOUSING research methodology guides the students’ process of 
developing a researchable topic that students will subse-
quent-ly carry forward. Candidates are also introduced 
to advanced methodological frameworks necessary to 
support their re-search journey. Students are given an 
opportunity to choose their supervisors from the disci-
pline but the discretion still remains with prospective 
supervisors to accept or decline the request for supervi-
sion. Students are allowed to choose super-visors from 
other disciplines with UKZN.  
The relationship between the supervisor and the candi-
date needs to be that of understanding, communication 
and of mutual agreement. MA-Housing commences at 
the beginning of the semester in February and runs in 
structured university cycle as some courses have prereq-
uisites.  

Registration into the PhD programme can commence at 
any time during the academic calendar. Prospective can-
didates are encouraged to make contact with potential 
supervisors before making a formal application for ad-
missions. The Housing Discipline places an emphasis on 
candidates building solid academic relationship with 
their supervisors in order to avoid difficulties in the con-
text of weak relationships.  

The PhD programme covers a broad range of research 
areas within the housing sector such as informal settle-
ments upgrading; housing policy; housing finance; infor-
mal housing markets; urban planning; development 
studies etc. The chosen area of re-search should have a 
primary focus on human settlements as a lead compo-
nent.  
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